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WHAT IS DALLAS DINNER TABLE? 
The Dallas Dinner Table provides an opportunity to share your unique 

experiences and to hear the diverse perspectives of others concerning the impact 

of race on the daily lives of Dallas residents.   

The dinners are designed to: 

 Encourage communication about race relations and the impact of ethnicity on 

relationships. 

 Educate participants about perspectives held by others related to race relations. 

 Empower residents to develop relationships with people from a variety of 

racial/ethnic groups. 

Registration for the Dallas Dinner Table will begins on the Martin Luther King, Jr. National 

Holiday and is held every year on the nearest non-holiday weeknight to March 21
st
 The 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 

In 2009 registration will begin on Monday January 19
th

. 

The 2009 Dallas Dinner Table Event will be held on March 19
th

 at 6:00  

The dinners will be held in various venues throughout the Metroplex with each dinner attended 

by participants of diverse backgrounds. Participants are discouraged from focusing on 

institutional, political or community-level “solutions.” Rather, the dinners are designed to 

encourage cross-cultural communication and focus through the sharing of personal experiences. 

WHAT IS OUR VISION? 

 

―One day, all over America, groups of diverse people will sit down together,  

and share their personal experiences concerning race.‖ 

 

Imagine one million people sharing experiences, learning from each other, and building bridges 

to greater understanding. 

 

HOW CAN WE WORK TOGETHER? 

1. Donate funds  

2. Sponsor this year’s play: CAPTIVE  

 Presented by Dallas Dinner Table at Irving Arts Center, February 20 -22, 2009  

3. Sponsor tables on March 19
th

 for 40 or more guests 

4. Get the word out to your employees and business partners to host, facilitate or participate 

on March 19
th

 

5. Speak to other companies about joining Dallas Dinner Table as a sponsor in any of the above 

ways 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/


 

www.dallasdinnertable.com 
The Dallas Dinner Table is an independent, non-profit organization focused on  

Improving race relations in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex… One dinner at a time! 

Dallas Dinner Table operates through a fund with Communities Foundation of Texas, a 501(c) (3) organization, Texas tax ID 75-0964565 
 

Copyright 1998   Dallas Dinner Table.    All rights reserved. 

3 

Dallas Dinner Table – History 
 

The Dallas Dinner Table was formed in 1999 through the efforts of 

the Leadership Dallas Alumni Board seeking to find a way to improve 

communication in the community.   

 

The catalyst for the board's focus on race relations included recent racial tensions within the 

school board (including Black Panther demonstrations at recent school board meetings), and 

were heightened by the tragedy of James Byrd, Jr.’s dragging death in Jasper, Texas, in July 

1998. And they realized very few conversations about the impact of race and ethnicity were held 

in multi-racial or multi-ethnic settings. As a result, there was great misinterpretation and 

misunderstanding. 

 

The concept of a dialogue over dinner — "breaking bread" together — was agreed upon in 

January 1999 as a way to impact race relations on three levels: 1) among Leadership Dallas 

Alumni Association (LDAA) board members 2) within Leadership Dallas as a whole, and 3) 

throughout the broader Dallas community. LDAA board hired consultants to facilitate Board 

discussion, design the Dallas Dinner Table process, develop the facilitation materials required 

and assist with the initial event.  A kick-off luncheon was held in fall 1999 to educate leaders 

about the program and to identify sponsors and volunteers. The first Dallas Dinner Table event 

was held in October 1999. 

 

In 2000 and 2001, four Dinner Table events were held, including a special event that focused on 

interfaith discussion in November 2001 (after the tragedy of 9/11). Participation ranged from 

200-350 at these events. 

Beginning in 2003, the Dallas Dinner Table event was linked to the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

holiday. This provided an anchor date that people could plan around, and participation increased 

significantly.  

And, in 2004, Dallas Dinner Table became an independent non-profit organization. 

Since then, the Dallas Dinner table has grown in scope and attendance, fulfilling the Vision of 

the Leadership Dallas Board when they wrote, 

“Our hope is that these small dinner forums will start a series of interactive 

conversations about the race related topics and issues that are important to us all, both 

as citizens of Dallas and as citizens of an increasingly global society.  

Further, we hope that this first Dallas Dinner Table series will start a "ripple" or 

"cascade" effect, so that attendees at the initial dinners may then host future series of 

DDT forums, and that the program may establish a model for this type of initiative in 

other cities, as well.” 

 

In 2007, to accommodate growing interest and to expand the Dallas Dinner Table concept 

beyond the DFW Metroplex, we introduced a new Host model, where community organizations, 

churches, corporations and generous home hosts, sponsor multiple tables creating pools of 

participants.  This change allows participants to register online and choose their dining location 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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at the time of registration. In previous years, the dining locations were assigned 

the week prior to the event.  In spite of challenging weather, we had more than 

1,200 people using the new model. 

 

Beginning in 2008, the date of the Dallas Dinner Table has been moved to the 

nearest non-holiday weeknight to the annual United Nations International 

Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (March 21). This change was driven by two 

factors: 1) the desire to find an international commemorative date that would speak to all races 

and cultures. 2) To avoid the limitations of the unpredictable January weather in Dallas, where 

ice storms have frequently limited the attendance in recent years.  To honor our past tradition, 

registration will begin every year on Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.  

 
Our vision is to have “One million people around the country dining together and discussing 

important racial issues in their community at the same time” beginning with Martin Luther King 

Jr. Holiday registration and ending with the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination. 

 

Can you think of a better way for people of all racial backgrounds to honor 

Dr. King‘s life and vision of a better world? 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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We invite you to join us for an enlightening evening of 

Personal Sharing and Growth! 

 

 

The 2009 Dallas Dinner Table Event 

 

Thursday, March 19, 2009 

 

Time:  6:00 P.M. 

 

Place: Various venues throughout our area. 

 

 

Registration Opens January 19
th

 
 

 

www.dallasdinnertable.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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PAST EVENTS 

Pictures from our 2007 Event 

Enjoy the pictures from specific Dallas Dinner Table Events. 

 
Nortel's Event held in Richardson 

                          

Northaven United Methodist Church 

                        

Community Christian Church 

                       

Fun Asia 

                       

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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PAST EVENTS 

Pictures from our 2006 Event 

Enjoy the pictures from specific Dallas Dinner Table Events. 
 

 

 

Enjoy the pictures from specific Dallas Dinner Table Events. 

 Host Carmen Garcia's Dallas Dinner Table 

                     

Host Chris Koski's Dallas Dinner Table 

                         

 Richardson Community Christian Church 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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PROFILES OF OUR ATTENDEES 
 

Gender:  Females 62.43%         Males 37.57% 

Race/Ethnicity: 

 

White (not Hispanic)  55.08% 

Black (not Hispanic) 29.14% 

Hispanic 6.42% 

Asian 4.55% 

American Indian .80% 

Other 4.01% 

AGE: 

Under 21 .27% 

21- 29 7.18% 

30 – 39 19.68% 

40 – 49 27.66% 

50 – 59 31.18% 

60 – 69  11.17% 

70 and older 1.86% 

  

 

 

 

21.9% of attendees come from a ZIP Code 

where the: 

 Median Net Worth is $292,357 

 Median Household Income is $104,934 

            Median Home Value is $396,000 

18.3% of attendees come from a ZIP Code 

where the:  

 Median Net Worth is $86,055 

Median Household Income is $53,080 

Median Home Value is $290,786 

 

  

17.9% of attendees come from a ZIP Code 

where the: 

 Median Net Worth is $105,631 

Median Household Income is $60,836 

Median Home Value is $191,042 

 

15.9% of attendees come from a ZIP Code 

where the: 

 Median Net Worth is $36,725 

Median Household Income is $35,642 

            Median Home Value is $196,187 

14.9% of attendees come from a ZIP Code 

where the:  

 Median Net Worth is  $178,285 

Median Household Income is $70,504 

            Median Home Value is $258,245 

6% of attendees come from a ZIP Code where 

the:  

 Median Net Worth is $66,601 

Median Household Income is $41,099 

Median Home Value is $166,249 

 

  
 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/


 

www.dallasdinnertable.com 
The Dallas Dinner Table is an independent, non-profit organization focused on  

Improving race relations in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex… One dinner at a time! 

Dallas Dinner Table operates through a fund with Communities Foundation of Texas, a 501(c) (3) organization, Texas tax ID 75-0964565 
 

Copyright 1998   Dallas Dinner Table.    All rights reserved. 

10 

2007- 2008 SPONSORS: 
 

Join a community of philanthropic companies and grantors who share our 

vision, and they recognize the DALLAS DINNER TABLE as a meaningful 

and powerful way to showcase support for the continual conversation. 

The following organizations have generously supported the Dallas Dinner Table 

by hosting 40 plus guests or making donations to our operating expenses.  Our annual event 

would be impossible without them; we are exceedingly grateful. 

               

   

      

                      
 

         
 

         

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/


SPECIAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 2009 

The Dinner Table will also be presenting the play ‗CAPTIVE‘ that allow for a diverse 

audience to support the event and the overall mission of the tables. DDT hopes to complete its 

mission with the generous support of community partners, corporations, local businesses, and 

private donors.  Here is how you can get involved: 

Bronze Level: ($1,000) 

 Business Card size ad inside the CAPTIVE playbill  

 Sponsor Website ad link at Dallas Dinner Table 

 10% off tickets to the play – CAPTIVE 

 10% off t-shirt and hats sales  

Silver Level: ($2,500)   

 Business Card size ad inside the CAPTIVE playbill 

 Sponsor Website ad link at Dallas Dinner Table 

 2 complimentary tickets to the play CAPTIVE and 10% off all other tickets  

 10% off t-shirt and hats sales 

Gold Level: ($5,000) 

 ½ page ad inside the CAPTIVE playbill  

 Sponsor Website ad link at Dallas Dinner Table 

 4 complimentary tickets to the play CAPTIVE and 10% off all other tickets 

 10% off t-shirt and hats sales  

Platinum Level: ($7,500):   

This level can be achieved with multi-year commitments 

 Full page ad inside the CAPTIVE playbill  

 Sponsor Website ad link at Dallas Dinner Table. 

 6 complimentary tickets to the play CAPTIVE and 10% off all other tickets 

 10% off t-shirt and hats sales   

Patron Sponsorship of play CAPTIVE ($10,000):   

Leadership funding for the production of CAPTIVE (Only two sponsors at this level) 

 Leadership Play sponsor will have Banner Poster ad Night of the Play CAPTIVE 

 Full page ad inside the CAPTIVE playbill  

 Sponsor Website ad link at Dallas Dinner Table. 

 10 complimentary tickets to the play CAPTIVE and 10% off all other tickets 

 10% off t-shirt and hats sales   

Friends and Family: ($250) 

 Recognition on the Friends and Family Page of the CAPTIVE playbill 
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We understand that times are hard, and even if you can’t make a sponsorship, 
we would gladly accept donations for the work of the Dallas Dinner Table.  The 
value of services donated will be recognized at the appropriate sponsorship 
level. 

 

FAX (214) 750-4221     
ATTENTION: MELINDA ELLIS 

C O M M U N I T I E S  F O U N D A T I O N  o f  T E X A S  

Bringing vision ary philanthropists and worthy causes together.    

5500 Caruth Haven Lane | Dallas, TX 75225 

 

 

Level of Support: ________________________________ 
 

 

Check attached: ______________________ (made out to Dallas Dinner Table) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Service Opportunity: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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 Dallas Dinner Table Host/Sponsor Registration Form: 

Please Fax to Tani Johnson at 214-292-9694 
 

Organization Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Organization Address: ___________________________________________________ 

Organization Contact Name: ______________________________________________ 

Organization Contact Phone: ________________e-mail_____________________________ 

Venue Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Venue nearest major intersection ________________________________   Home Host   

Venue Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Venue Contact Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Venue Contact Phone: _____________________e-mail_____________________________ 

Number of Tables Hosting (2 to 8):___________________________________ ________ 

Total number of participants Hosted (Tables x 10 participants) _______________________ 

Number of Participants from Host Organization requested: __________________________ 

 (Maximum 20% of total participants) 

Will Host provide facilitators to be trained? __________ How many? _________  

Would Host like to have their logo on our Web Site? _______________________________ 

 If yes please e-mail logo to exec@dallasdinnertable.com 

Thank you for your willingness to support the Dallas Dinner Table!!! 

As a Host/Sponsor you understand that you are agreeing to provide a venue with the above stated number 

of tables either in separate rooms or spaced at least 12 feet apart, a meal for the stated number of 

participants, representatives of your organization to set up and clean-up prior to and after the event and a 

person from your organization to be the lead contact with the Dallas Dinner Table.   Our guests will be 

arriving at 6:00 p.m. and departing approximately 9:30 p.m.  The Dallas Dinner Table will provide a 

venue coordinator, participants and facilitators; along with our unique discussion format.  

The Dallas Dinner Table is not responsible for the actions of the participants, hosts or facilitators involved 

in this event.  Each person is individually responsible for their own behavior and actions.  Please sign 

below, indicating you understand these responsibilities. 

Host/Sponsor Representative: ________________________________________________ 

Internal Venue Number ___________  Date: ___________________________ 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
mailto:exec@dallasdinnertable.com
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HOST A DALLAS DINNER TABLE 

The backbone of the Dallas Dinner Table is our Host Sponsors; Corporate, 

Community, Church and Individual. We are grateful for their generosity and 

support.   We are actively looking for host sponsors; please contact us if you are 

interested in an exciting and rewarding evening of personal growth and sharing. 

 

BEFORE THE EVENT  
 

Provide a Dallas/Fort Worth area location, such as a corporate dining area, church hall, 

community center or other indoor facility to host the dinner.  Churches, non-profit 

organizations, businesses, and restaurants with quiet banquet space can make great venues.  

1. For Sponsored Venues - Provide seating for a minimum of 40 assigned guests, at tables 

that seat 10 persons. 

2. For Individual Host Venues - Provide seating for two tables with a minimum of 20 

assigned guests, at tables that seat 10  

Please keep in mind that it is helpful for seated guests to be able to see each other since a 

majority of the evening dialogue occurs during the dinner meal. 

 

1. Provide dinner for guests.  

2. In past years, hosts have served meals ranging from very simple to elaborate.   

3. The best menus include those that do not require timed course scheduling, or host 

monitoring while guests are present.   

4. Many hosts serve meals “family style” offering a commonly eaten main entrée, such as 

chicken, along with vegetable side items, a dessert, and beverage.   

5. Meals that accommodate a variety of diets, including vegetarian and restricted diets, are 

encouraged.   The serving of alcoholic beverages is discouraged. 

6. Two “host designated seats per table may be reserved by host. 

7. The remaining 8 seats at each table are reserved dinner places for Dallas Dinner Table 

participants.   

8. Please make sure that any personal/host guests are registered through the Dallas Dinner 

Table website prior to the deadline. Please use the host code provided in your host 

confirmation e-mail. 

 

 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/


 

www.dallasdinnertable.com 
The Dallas Dinner Table is an independent, non-profit organization focused on  

Improving race relations in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex… One dinner at a time! 

Dallas Dinner Table operates through a fund with Communities Foundation of Texas, a 501(c) (3) organization, Texas tax ID 75-0964565 
 

Copyright 1998   Dallas Dinner Table.    All rights reserved. 

15 

NIGHT OF EVENT 
 

1. Contact the Dallas Dinner Table facilitator assigned to your dinner 

during the week before the event.  Since your facilitator is responsible 

for managing the evening discussion, sharing your menu and set-up 

plans helps achieve a smooth-running evening. 

 

2. Organize participants to appropriate table. 

 

3. Provide feedback to the Dallas Dinner Table committee by completing a Host Feedback 

Survey after the event. 

 

*Contact the Dallas Dinner Table facilitator assigned to your dinner during the week before the 

event.  Since your facilitator is responsible for managing the evening discussion, sharing your 

menu and set-up plans helps achieve a smooth-running evening. 

 

Please do not encourage un-registered guests to participate. 
 

 
 

 
 

Mark Your Calendar Now for the 2009 Event   

 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 

 

Time:  6:00 P.M. 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
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CONTACT US 
 

(888) 706-1616 

Chris Koski, Executive Director 

exec@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Beverley Wright, Chair 

chair@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Communications and Public Relations: 

publicrelations@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Hispanic Communications and Public Relations: 

hispanicpr@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Registration Help/Problems 

help@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Dinner Table Host Information: 

host@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Dinner Table Event Facilitator Information: 

facilitator@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Dinner Table Event Participant Information: 

Tani Johnson, Assistant to Executive Director 

 participant@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Web Support & Help: 

webmaster@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

Database Support & Help: 

techsupport@dallasdinnertable.com 

 

http://www.dallasdinnertable.com/
mailto:exec@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20General%20Information
mailto:chair@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20General%20Information
mailto:publicrelations@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Public%20Relations%20Information
mailto:hispanicpr@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Hispanic%20Media%20Outreach%20Public%20Relations%20Information
mailto:Help@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Help%20with%20Registration
mailto:host@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Host%20Information
mailto:facilitator@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Facilitator%20Information
mailto:�participant@dallasdinnertable.com
mailto:webmaster@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Technical%20/%20Webmaster%20Information
mailto:techsupport@dallasdinnertable.com?subject=Request%20for%20Database%20Support%20and/or%20Help

